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CRP Timeline

Nationwide CRP cap =
45 million acres

l Nationwide CRP cap = Nationwide CRP cap =
38 million acres Nationwide CRP cap = 39.2 million acres

l 36.4 million acres l

1985 1990 1996 2002

Food Security Act Food, Agriculture, Federal Agricultural Farm Security and
Conservation and Trade Act Improvement and Reform Act Rural Investment Act
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CRP Acres Current Status (Oct. 2003)

34.1 million acres across
the nation

Prairie Pothole Region
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PPR States — 11.8 million acres (35%)
PPR Region — ~6.0 million acres (18%)
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Enrolled Acres :
B 3.000,001 - 3,960,067 |
B 2,000,001 - 3,000,000

1,000,001 - 2,000,000
| 500,001 - 1,000,000 L\
B 1 - 500,000 ¥ Gulf Coast Prairie =

Sourheastern Coastal
Plain




ﬁ%@uccess z éave common
s_46% higher in the Prairie Pothole
JMIT) with CRP tHan'f CRP was
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12 4 mllllon addltlonal recruits added to the fall flight

CRPi n the PPR from,1992-1997.
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For Most Duck Species, Population Levels are
Primarily Driven by Events on the Breeding Grounds!

Hen non-breeding Statistical “noise”
survival 2% Clutch size

Re-nesting intensity

Duckling survival

2]
AR50

Nesting success

Hen breeding survival

“Nest success, breeding survival, and duckling survival together

explained 76% of the variation in mallard population growth rate.”
(Hoekman et al., Journal of Wildlife Management 66(3):883-900. )



Measurable Benefits
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Fall pheasant populatlons*'gn South Dakota have increased

from 1.4 million to 6.1 milliont’(Wildlife Management Institute
2001).

During 19901994 pheasant nest success ininorthcentral lowa
was 40% higher in large blocks of CRP/ theE smaller,
fragmented| cover: types. When, CRP was enrolled in large
fields, pheasant populatlons were 53%r greater. compared to
no CRP (Clark and Bogenschutz 1999, 2001)
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Based on de$5|tles of grassland sengblrds |mCRP

: fields, Johnson and Igl (1995) predlcted that
populatlons of at least 5 of 12 species would decline

statewide in North Dakota by 17% or. more if CRP was
- greatly reduced on the state’s |landscape.



Documented benefits of CRP in the Prairie Pothole
Region are the result of large blocks of grass through
the general sign-up




Dispelling Some Concerns:
CRP has caused decline of farms & rural communities
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Dispelling Some Concerns:
CRP is not a part of “working lands”

1"‘*’ProdyceSssma‘I]:‘gijralm; and éaﬁr 0
2,700 acres in SD. ptlo R 205 ¢ ’
* 600 acresiin GRP that has added Y
fee huntlng mcomeito operatlo;l




Dispelling Some CRP Concerns

Survey of 1,000 CRP contract holders in ND (Hodur et al. 2002)

Only 11% said they enrolled in CRP as a transition to
retirement. Other 89% enrolled for economics and
environmental benefits.

31% indicated that CRP was instrumental in keeping them on
the farm.

Average farm size was 1,800 acres and 68% indicated they
had enrolled less than 300 acres. CRP tracts were a small
fraction of the land needed for an economically viable farming
operation.

Very few contract holders enrolled land in CRP and then left
the area. Only 23% lived outside the area of their CRP tracts
and 73% indicated they had lived there for 10 years or more.



Dispelling Some Concerns:
CRP environmental benefits are local

Band Recovery Locations of Waterfowl
Produced in the U.S. Prairie Pothole Region |
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* 1.6 million waterfowl hunters in U.S.
- $3.9 billion in total economic effect
* Nearly 20 millionwateri
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! from Southwick Associates (1995), adjusted for number of (ka5 2r1c oEllelBlo consumer price index 1991-2000 of 29%



CRP is a success story, but clouds on horizon...



Acceptance Rate

B 5% - 100%
B 1o - 75%

| 26% - 50%

B o - 25%

Acceptance rates of CRP acres offered
under recent and past sign-ups

National average = 67%

National average = 48%

1997

Acceptance Rate

B 5% - 100%
B 51 - 75%
[ 1 26%-50%

B o - 25%
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Acceptance Rates in 3 Key Prairie

Pothole Region States

E 26th Signup (2003)
Bl 15th Signup (1997)
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[] State Boundaries
EBI Scores
] 50-125
[ ]125-150
] 150 - 175
175 - 200
] 200 - 225
225 - 250
H 250 +

[_]No Data

County Average EBI for 26t sign-up

:

[

-

Wl

rel

* Only offers with a minimum score of 269
were considered acceptable for enrollment



15th Signup: Unadjusted Environmental Benefits Index

Score

Qo 106
106 to 124
124 to 141
141 o 155
155 o 174
174 o 295




Why are the prairies of North Dakota, South Dakota, and Montana
no longer a focal-point for new CRP acres?

> Changes to the EBI since the 15t and 16" sign-ups (1997)

> Changes:
1) Loss of National Priority Area (NPA’s) points in EBI. —
2) Loss of CP23, Wetlands Restoration under environmental factor
N1a: Cover Practices (CP) — nearly 1/3 of ND’s current CRP acres fall under

this CP - Currently, CP23 is now only available for.continuous
sign-up °

3) Loss of Wildlife Factor N1d: Adjacent to Protected Areas — evalua d“thg .
proximity of the offer to wildlife habitat protected, by Fede@_j,%'e_, fp
or other interests - S—
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4) Loss of Wildlife Factor. Nif: Restbré'd
on optimizing nesting habitat for wate
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5) Loss of Water Quality Factor N2d: Wetland Benefit Pﬂnts if 10% 2 —
or more of an offer was cropped wetlands - u-n:.*::n. P e K, e
6) Loss of New Cropped Wetland Restoration (CP23ﬁfom the list of _'}: o 4
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Projection of Expiring CRP Acres
in North Dakota, South Dakota, and Montana
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At Current Acceptance Rates:
* 84% of 4.1 million acres expiring in 2007 would be lost.

* To retain current acres, 57 million acres or 54% of the cropland in these 3 states
would have to be offered. Only 12.4 million acres have been offered since 1997.



Continuing Loss of Grasslands in the Prairie
Pothole Region

Percent Change in Rangeland Area, 1982 - 1997
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62% (56 million acres) of grasslands converted to cropland in
Prairie Pothole Region since settlement. CRP offsets a portion of
this loss



lake Home Vessages

CRP Is approaching critical massiin the Prairie Pothoele Region
with well documented wildlife, environmental, and econeomic
benefits. These benefits are the result of' large blocksof:
restored grassiands and wetlands.

As we look to address conservation concerns in other parts of
the country, we should not sacrifice the gains that have been
made in the PPR. The EBI and eligible practices need to be re-
evaluated to prevent CRP loss from this region.

The demand remains strong from producers for CRP to
maintain family farms, revitalize rural economies, and address
conservation issues. Our collective challenge is increasing
funding and support to meet that demand.
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